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Discovery requests are a routine part of nearly every divorce or custody case, so there’s nothing unusual about receiving them. During this process, each side requests (“discovers”) information from the other. These requests typically cover financial accounts (checking, savings, investments, retirement), debts (loans, credit cards, medical bills), and property (real estate, vehicles). They may also include topics like medical or mental health, non-marital claims, employment, living expenses, life insurance, and child-related matters (if applicable). If we haven’t already submitted our own discovery requests to the other party, we’ll be doing so soon and will contact you beforehand. If there are specific items you’d like us to include, please let us know.

Types of Discovery Requests
Interrogatories - a list of questions that must be answered. 
Request for Production of Documents (often abbreviated as RPD) – a request for documents that must be provided. 
Request for Admissions - a list of direct and specific questions that must be answered simply by “agree” or “disagree.”  

Timeline for Responding to Discovery
We’re here to help you respond, but we need your help first. Responses must be sent back within 30 days of receipt and because we need time to edit and prepare these responses, please provide your answers and documents back to us by ((DATE)) Timely responses are crucial—if we’re late, the other attorney may file a Motion to Compel and seek attorney’s fees from you.


What We Need from You
Start by reading all the documents to understand what’s being requested. Then, write or type your answers to each interrogatory and begin gathering the requested documents. If you need to request documents from banks or other providers, do so right away. Most financial institutions offer online access, which may be the fastest way to retrieve statements. Some responses may require formal legal wording—we’ll handle that and raise objections if appropriate. If a question feels personal, embarrassing, or irrelevant, still answer it and let us know your concern. We’ll decide whether to object, but we need your full answer first. Keep in mind that most objections are denied and can be costly, so we use them sparingly.

Finalizing and Sending the Responses
Once you have typed or written your answers and gathered documents, please drop them at the office, upload them to mycase, or email them to ((EMAIL ADDRESS)) who will review what has been provided and begin drafting a responsive document. It’s common for us to ask for additional information or documents that may have been overlooked, so please check and respond to messages as soon as possible during this process. Once we have a final version of the responsive documents drafted, we will send them to you for a final review and signature prior to sending to the opposing attorney. 

Tips on Answering Interrogatories and Providing Documents

· Answering the questions and gathering the documents will likely take longer than you anticipate. It’s best to start working on this soon and set aside 2-3 hours a few times a week to complete. 
· Provide a specific, complete, and truthful answer to every question and subquestion or subpart. 
· If the question or part of the questions is not applicable or you don’t know the answer (and are unable to find it out), then please state that in your response.  
· You are responsible for producing the documents if they are within your care, custody, or control.  If you can log onto the website, call the bank or credit card company, contact your CPA, contact human resources, sign an authorization, or otherwise obtain it, then you need to provide it.
· For requests related to monthly statements, you must provide the full statement for every single month that is requested. A transaction summary for the requested timeframe will not be acceptable.
· If any of the requests for production of documents are not applicable, please state that or let us know. 
· If you have requested documents but they will not arrive within the timeframe given, let us know so we can make a note of that or let the other attorney know. 
· Documents can be uploaded to MyCase, emailed, or dropped at the office. Paper documents mailed to or dropped at the office will need to be scanned into our system, so this will take us additional time and will result in additional expenses for you. 
· The more organized the documents, the less time it will take for us to organize them and the less it will cost you.  If you can send statements grouped by account and in chronological order, that is a huge help.
· Don’t wait until you have all your documents before you start sending them to us. Most of the financial documents require us to “redact” certain things to comply with court rules and we need as much time to do this as possible.


We understand that the discovery process can be time consuming and feel overwhelming. Please know that we are here to help you and want to reduce your stress as much as possible. Please let us know if you are having trouble answering questions, locating documents, or if there is anything else we can do to help.
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