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May 18, 2026 
 

RE: 	In Re the Matter of: {{case|name}}
 
Dear @@ {{contact|357899}} {{contact|last_name}}:

As you are aware, trial has now been scheduled for @@@@@@.  Unfortunately, a family law trial is a significant financial undertaking. As such, I would like to break down the costs so you can have a better understanding of why we require funds deposited into trust before the trial begins.

Below is an outline of what it takes to prepare for and conduct a trial:
· One day of trial consists of a full day (eight hours) of being in open court in front of the Judge.
· Because of the complexities involved in trial, I bring either another attorney or a paralegal to assist with organization, note-taking, exhibits, and overall trial management.
· The general rule is that attorneys require approximately 2 – 3 hours of preparation for every hour spent in trial. Kohlmeyer Hagen Law Office has handled family law trials for nearly twenty years and has found this to be a very accurate estimate.
· A great deal of time goes into preparing the documents that are required for trial. One of the most significant and time-consuming projects is preparing the Exhibit List and accompanying Exhibits. These documents need to be submitted to the court and opposing attorney 2 - 4 weeks prior to the trial date.
· Additionally, we need to prepare a Witness List, which will identify the witnesses that will testify on your behalf at trial. We will also need to speak with each witness that you suggest and prepare them to testify. 
· Some counties require that we complete and submit a document called “Parenting / Financial Disclosure Statement” prior to trial, which provides the Court with updated financial information. 
· Even as trial approaches, we continue evaluating settlement opportunities, preparing proposals, and communicating with opposing counsel in an effort to resolve issues where possible and narrow the issues that ultimately require trial.
· One of the most important and time-consuming aspects of trial preparation is preparing you to testify effectively. We will have multiple calls and office conferences to prepare you for your testimony and appearance in court.
· After trial, there are still hours of work that need to be done. First, the Court requires us to prepare a Proposed Order that lays out exactly the relief we are requesting from the Court. This is where the second attorney or paralegal’s detailed notes come into play. This document itself is anywhere from 15-30 pages long and usually needs to be submitted within 30 days after the trial is completed.
· The Memorandum of Law is another document that is required to be submitted to the Court after the trial. This document lays out the legal arguments and case law that apply to your case and is generally between 10 – 20 pages in length. The Memorandum of Law is usually submitted at the same time as the Proposed Order.
· After the trial is completed and all of the documents are sent to the Court, it’s a bit of a waiting game.  The Judge has 90 days (usually from the date the Proposed Order and Memorandum of Law are due) to make a decision and issue a final order. 
As you can see, trial is a significant undertaking. We devote substantial time and effort to your case before, during, and after trial. Our goal is to achieve the best possible outcome for you, and that requires us to invest the attention and care your case deserves.

Below is a breakdown of how we estimate the cost of trial per day. Please be advised that the costs provided are strictly estimates and are subject to significant variation based on the specific and evolving circumstances of your case. These estimates are not a guarantee or promise of the actual cost. 




The amount required to be deposited into our trust account in order to move forward with trial is (xx$15,000 per dayxx) and is due 60 days before the trial. It is important to note that this amount is merely an advance on estimated trial costs and there is no guarantee this amount will cover the entire cost of trial. The actual cost of trial will likely be more as outlined in the total estimated costs listed above.

If we do not have the amount requested by the date indicated, we will be forced to withdraw as your attorney in this matter and will not represent you at trial.

After trial, while we await the Judge’s order, you will continue receiving monthly invoices detailing how much you have left in trust or, if your trust has been depleted, the total of your outstanding balance. 

I absolutely understand this is a significant amount to request, and I know not everyone has this kind of money readily available. That is why I wanted to reach out now, so you have the time you need to determine the best way to proceed.


As always, please feel free to contact me with any questions.
  
Sincerely, 
 
Choose an item.
Choose an item.
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Task # of hours hourly rate total cost

Attorney Trial Prep

20 $0

Paralegal Trial Prep

11 $175 $1,925

Associate Attorney Trial Prep

2 $300 $600

Attorney's Time in trial

8 $0

Paralegal's Time in trial

8 $175 $1,400

Associate Attorney's time in trial

8 $300 $2,400

Attorney drafting post trial documents 

(proposed order and memorandum of law)

12 $0

Total Approximate Cost Per Day $6,325
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		Task		# of hours		hourly rate		total cost

		Attorney Trial Prep		20				$0

		Paralegal Trial Prep		11		$175		$1,925

		Associate Attorney Trial Prep		2		$300		$600

		Attorney's Time in trial		8				$0

		Paralegal's Time in trial		8		$175		$1,400

		Associate Attorney's time in trial		8		$300		$2,400

		Attorney drafting post trial documents 
(proposed order and memorandum of law)		12				$0

		Total Approximate Cost Per Day						$6,325
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